
Alcohol Ordinance Review and Rewrite Committee
Monday, April 8, 2024, at 1:00 PM

City Council Chambers, City Hall (10 3rd Ave SW)
             Any person needing special accommodation for the meeting is requested to notify the City 

Clerk’s office at 857-4752.
ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It is recommended the committee approve the minutes of the March 25, 

2024, Alcohol Ordinance Review and Rewrite Committee meeting.
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DISCUSSION ON SECTION 5-27 OF CURRENT CITY OF MINOT ORDINANCES

Sec. 5-27. - Premises requirements.

A. No license shall be issued unless the premises to be licensed conforms to all 

applicable sanitary, safety and health requirements as certified by the appropriate 

public officials.

B. Licensed premises which extend out-of-doors must meet the following 

requirements in respect to the portion located out-of-doors (hereafter called the 

"outdoors"):

1. The outdoors must be contiguous with the rest of the licensed premises 

(hereafter called the "indoors"). 

2. The periphery of the outdoors - to the extent not adjoining the indoors -

must be enclosed with a wall or fence that is at least thirty-six (36) 

inches in height and said wall or fence may include a gate that can be 

used for entering or exiting the outdoors.

C. The requirements of subsection (b) shall not apply to licensees holding an 

outdoor dining license, however, permit holders shall meet all requirements 

provided under chapter 28, article VII, division 2 of this Code.

DISCUSSION OF SECTION 5-8 OF CURRENT CITY OF MINOT ORDINANCES

Sec. 5-8. - Licensee to close at certain times.

(a) No one shall dispense or permit the consumption of alcoholic beverages on a licensed 

premises between 2:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m., on Christmas Day, or after 6:00 p.m. on 

Christmas Eve, or after 2:00 a.m. on Easter Day. In addition, a person may not provide off 

sale after 2:00 a.m. on Thanksgiving Day or between 2:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. on 

Sundays.

DISCUSSION OF SECTION 5-25 OF CURRENT CITY OF MINOT ORDINANCES

Sec. 5-25. - City clerk to submit application to the city council; approval.

a. The city clerk shall submit the application for a new license or the 

application for the renewal of an existing license to the city council for 

its consideration within forty-five (45) days of receipt of all application 

materials required under section 5-18, including but not limited to the 

annual license fee. 

b. Every application for a license required by this article shall be approved 

by the city council before the license shall be issued.

DISCUSSION OF SECTION 5-32 OF CURRENT CITY ORDINANCE

Sec. 5-32. - Suspension or revocation of a license.

(a)The city council shall have the power to suspend or revoke any license issued under 

the authority of this chapter for any of the following reasons:

1. The licensee violates the laws of this state or of any of the provisions of this 

chapter. 

2. The licensee willfully makes a false statement or a misrepresentation as to a 

material fact in the application for the issuance or transfer of the license. 

3. The licensee knowingly permits the occurrence of a pattern or practice of 

disorderly or immoral acts upon the licensed premises. 

4. The licensee does not conduct the activity for which the license was issued at 

the licensed premises for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months. 

5. The licensee or its manager or both no longer meet the requirements of 

section 5-18 for the issuance of the license. 

6. The licensee does not hold a necessary permit or license issued by another 

governmental entity, which license or permit is required by that governmental 

entity as a precondition to the carrying on by the license of the activity 

authorized by the City of Minot license.

(b)No license shall be suspended or revoked without providing the licensee with notice 

and an opportunity for hearing before the city council with regard to the suspension or 

revocation of the license. The city clerk shall provide the licensee with written notice of the 

date, time, and place of the hearing. The notice shall inform the licensee that its license 

may be suspended or revoked and it shall set forth the factual allegations which form the 

basis for doing so under this section. The city clerk may provide notice by mailing a copy 

thereof to the licensee's last known address as indicated in the licensee's most recent 

application filed with the clerk under this chapter. The notice must be mailed at least five 

(5) days prior to the hearing, exclusive of the date of mailing and date of the hearing.

(c)If the licensee does not appear at the hearing provided for in subsection (b), or if he 

does not dispute them, the factual allegations in the complaint shall be deemed to be 

admitted. Otherwise the city shall have the burden of going forward with the evidence and 

the burden of persuasion as to any disputed issues of fact.

(d)If the licensee requests that the originally scheduled hearing date be continued the city 

council shall grant a continuance to a time mutually convenient to the licensee and the 

city council, but the city council shall have the discretion to suspend the license from the 

date for which the hearing was originally scheduled to the date of the continued hearing.

(e)The decision of the city council shall be final for purposes of the legal doctrine which 

requires the exhaustion of administrative remedies as a prerequisite for judicial review.

(f)The Minot Police Department will be responsible for conducting compliance checks to 

determine whether the licensees are in compliance with the provisions of subsection (a)

(1). If (1) the licensee admits a violation occurred, (2) fails to appear at the scheduled 

hearing relating to the alleged violation, or (3) the city council determines a violation under 

subsection (a)(1) occurred after a hearing, the licensee is subject to the following 

penalties, in addition to any other civil or criminal penalties a licensee may be subject to 

for violation of any provision of state or local law:

First violation: Letter of warning

Second violation: Business closed for three (3) consecutive days

Third violation: Business closed for seven (7) consecutive days

Fourth violation: Business closed for thirty (30) consecutive days

Fifth violation: Business liquor license recommended to be revoked

The penalties described above shall be for violations that occur within a period of twenty-

four (24) months. The twenty-four-month time period commences to run and is calculated 

from the first offense by the licensee.

(g)The Minot Police Department will be responsible for monitoring compliance with the 

provisions of subsections (a)(2)— (6). If (1) the licensee admits a violation occurred, (2) 

fails to appear at the scheduled hearing relating to the alleged violation, or (3) the city 

council determines a violation under subsections (a)(2)— (6) occurred after a hearing, the 

licensee is subject to suspension or revocation, as determined by the city council, in 

addition to any other civil or criminal penalties a licensee may be subject to for a violation 

of subsections (a)(2)— (6).

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING

The next scheduled meeting is Monday, April 22, 2024, at 1:00 pm in the Council 

Chambers at City Hall.
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March 25, 2024 Alcohol Ordinance Review and Rewrite Committee

Alcohol Ordinance Review and Rewrite Committee – March 25, 2024 AT 1:00 P.M.

Members Present:

Jon Hanson, Chairman Paul Pitner, Mayor Tom Ross, Brett Tinnes

Members Absent:

Kevin Black

Also Present:

Mikayla McWilliams (City Clerk), Harold Stewart (City Manager), Stefanie Stalheim (City Attorney),
Chief John Klug (Police Chief), Brian Billingsley (Community and Economic Development Director)

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Paul Pitner at 1:00 pm.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mayor Ross moved the committee approve the minutes of the March 11, 2024 Alcohol Ordinance Review
and Rewrite Committee meeting.  

Motion seconded by Brett Tinnes and carried the following vote: ayes: Hanson, Pitner, Ross, Tinnes; 
nays: none.

DISCUSSION ON CURRENT LICENSING FEES
Mikayla McWilliams started the discussion with the idea of moving the fees to a resolution rather than 
included in the ordinance.  If the fees are set in a resolution, the option is for City Council to either revisit 
them on a yearly basis or as they deem necessary.

Mayor Ross moved the committee move the fees into a resolution, include an application and renewal fee,
and the City Council can revisit the fees as they deem necessary.  Motion seconded by Jon Hanson and 
carried the following vote: ayes: Hanson, Pitner, Ross, Tinnes; nays: none.

The committee also discussed how the fee structure could be similar to Grand Forks.  After a short 
discussion the committee decided to revisit the resolution and fees once the language is drafted and 
approved for removing the cap on the Retail Liquor, Beer, and Wine license.

DISCUSSION ON SECTION 5-27 OF CURRENT CITY OF MINOT ORDINANCES
Brian Billingsley clarified that an encroachment permit is only necessary for a permanent fence to be 
placed in the right of way.  There needs to be a 5-foot ADA required clearance on the sidewalk.  Portable 
fencing would not require an encroachment permit.  A concern was a rope could be pushed/moved into 
the 5-foot clearance area.  

Fencing is only required when alcohol is involved.  Parklets are an outdoor option but cannot include 
alcohol.  It is important to delineate the premise in which alcohol is being served because that area is the 
responsibility of the business owner.  

Mikayla McWilliams asked some questions of Harold Stewart about the transitional options for 
downtown.  Harold had mentioned that in order to have the transitional option for downtown someone 
would have to take on the responsibility and risks if it became a downtown permit or license.
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The committee discussed how the change to look into would be the 36in high contiguous fence.  They 
would like to see it more moveable/flexible such as a rope or set of planters.  The committee asked for 
this to come back to the next meeting, have staff reach out to the state on the premise changes and 
research what other cities are doing with outdoor space.

FIRST DISTRICT HEALTH SAFE SERVING TRAINING
Holly Brekhus, Executive Director of First District Health Unit, presented to the committee on 
incorporating the Responsible Beverage Server Training.  By incorporating this as  a requirement for 
licensing, who would be responsible for enforcing it?  It could be done at renewal time on a yearly basis, 
and also during the year with a compliance check.  This training has been said to lower the risk with some
insurances and helps to prevent over serving.  The employee is the once getting certified, it lasts for a 
duration of 3 years, and the employee can take the certification with them if they change employment.  

The committee discussed modeling the process of Fargo.  First District Health could do the yearly 
compliance check but would prefer for the training to be done with First District Health or the individual 
provide them with the online certification to record it.  First District Health Unit contracts with Margie 
Zietz to provide the training and could provide onsite training if requested.  The committee asked for this 
to be on the next meeting agenda and will bring back their decisions once they are able to do some more 
research.

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
The next scheduled meeting is Monday, April 8, 2024, at 1:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City Hall.
Staff will prepare the next agenda to include compliance checks, violations, and days of not serving.

There being no further business, Mayor Ross moved the committee meeting be adjourned. Motion 
seconded by Brett Tinnes and carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 2:38 pm.







Responsible Beverage
Server Training

LOCATION

 
$15.00/PERSON

REGISTER AT EVENTBRITE.COM

scan
  

here to
 register

 
Check our website www.fdhu.org for more dates.

Time: 5-7pm

First District Health Unit- South Building
801 11th Ave SW  Minot, ND

Must have at least 3 people registered 
to hold the class.

or call Jenny at
701-837-5109

2024 Schedule
Jan 9th       Feb 13th   Apr 9th   
May 14th June 11th Sept 10th

Nov 12th

























City of Minot 2020-2023 
Responsible Beverage Server Training Data 

The overall four year total City of Minot liquor esblishments attedning Responsible Beverage Server Training were 27.                          

221 individuals trained and certififed.  

 

2020  2021  2022  2023 
 

Business 
(12) 

Individiuals 
Trained 

(62) 

Business 
(3) 

Individiuals 
Trained 

(33) 

Business 
(1) 

Individiuals 
Trained 

(12) 

Business 
(17) 

Individiuals 
Trained 

(114) 

GMZS/ 
Roosevelt Zoo 

16 GMZS/ 
Roosevelt Zoo 

5 Marketplace 
Liquors 

12 Bootleggers 13 

Prairie Sky 
Breads 

8 Marketplace 
Liquors 

17   Marketplace 
Liquors 

20 

Spicy Pie 10 Olive Garden 11   Hot Tots 11 

Longhorn 
Steakhouse 

1     Prairie Sky 
Breads 

2 

Gramma Jo's 
Eatery 

4     Lamplighter 5 

Souris River 
Brewing 

1     Moose Lodge 2 

Atypical Brewery 1     X-Golf 1 

Landing Bar & 
Bottle Shop 

11     Aces Casino & 
Lounge 

2 

Sleep Inn & 
Suites 

7     Wings & Rings 2 

Arnie's 2.0 1     VFW 1 

Court Ordered 1     Nolas 4 

Unknown 1     The Mint Bar 1 

      Arnie's 2.0 2 

      Devils Fire 2 

      Spice Pie 1 

      Group Therapy 
Lounge 

1 

      Unknown 44 
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